
Winter 2012/2013 – Persistent weak layer under a deep snowpack  
Challenges at Alyeska Resort 



Alyeska Geography 
 
Brief weather history 
 
Some pictures and 2 short movies 
 
 
 
 









December 23 - January 17 
303” snowfall 
29.84” water 
About 12”/day for 25 days… 

October 1 - December 23 
80” snowfall 

December 24 to March 9 
556” 
Rest of season combined 
245” 
70% of our snowfall in 
35% of the season 



12/9/2013 – Ashtray 



Oct/Nov Facets 

Dec. 7 wind 

34” over 5 days Mid-December 
snow pit profile 



12/25/2013 – Looking from the Sundeck over 
towards the Tram and Pandora’s 



12/25/2013 – Looking down at the Tram Tower 
from the Sundeck.   



12/26/2013 – ‘Thursday’ 



12/26/2013 – Near the bottom of the Friday gullies. 



12/26/2013 – Bottom of the Friday’s. 



12/26/2013 – Skier’s left Champagne 



12/26/2013 – Behind Base of 6 Barn off the Jettway 



12/26/2013 
Silvertip Nose 
Sympathetic trigger from 
Saddle Center during gun 
mission.   

Gun 2 

Silvertip Nose 



12/26/2013 – Silvertip Nose – Sympathetic trigger 
from Saddle Center during gun mission.   

Silvertip Nose 



December 26 
Night search 

Top 4 
 



12/26/2013 – Lift Shack Left / Alder’s Right 



Snowboarder boot pack 

Night skiing boundary 









12/27/2013 – Banjo - Natural 



12/27/2013 – Banjo - Natural 



12/27/2013 – Banjo - Natural 



12/28/2013 – Eddie’s - Natural 



Fast forward a few days… 

Continued to snow… 
  
By the evening of January 3, we were 
190” into the siege – eager Holiday crowd 
 
Employed some social media to pass on 
some information to the skiing public 



Movie 





January 10, 2013 
Gun 4 Mission 

Monies 
 



1/10/2013 – Gun 4 Mission 



1/10/2013 – Gun 4 Mission 



1/10/2013 – Gun 4 Mission 



1/14/2013 – Banjo – First ANFO on North  



1/14/2013 – North Face ANFO 



1/14/2013 – North Face ANFO 



1/14/2013 – North Face ANFO 



1/14/2013 – North Face ANFO 



View from the top of the North Pole. 



View from the top of the North Pole. 



1/14/2013 – North Face ANFO 



1/15/2013 – Shot 37 and Pinky ANFO 



1/15/2013 – Shot 37 and Pinky ANFO 















What did all this look like 
from the IR satellite? 



Thank you! 



Thank you for your time. 

Oct. 10, 2013:  Top of the new Glacier Bowl Express and new Top WX station. 


