So You Want To Be An
Avalanche Forecaster?

from the couch to the snowpit; a look at the changing
world of U.S. avalanche education
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Two Parts

* American Avalanche
Association
* Who We Are
e What We Do

* Pro/Rec Education
e Recreational
Training
* Professional Training
* What to Expect
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American Avalanche
Association

e 1983 — TAR founded
e 1986 — AAA founded

* Support, connect,
represent

e Who are we?
* Today...
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and excellence in avalanche safety,

AVALANCHE
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e The Avalanche Review
* Avalanche.org

* Professional Development Grants
e Research Grants

* Avalanche Education Standards
* Pro/Rec Split
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The Avalanche Review

rJJ are cJomg amc!
'rfJJfJJ’lfJJ

Inspiring pnoetes

AMERICAN
AVALANCHE
ASSOCIATION




Pro Development Workshop Grants

Here we are!

Also supporting this fall: CSAW, CAW,
USAW, ESAW, NSAW, SAAW, WYSAW.
MSU-SAW, SEASAW

And next spring: Sawtooth, Gallatin,
Sierra events

Made possible by generous support from...
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www.avalanche.org

SPONSORED BY Do 'ﬂ
@avalanche.org @,@ ., A 3

AVALANCHE CENTERS EDUCATION ACCIDENTS PROFESSIONALS DONATE

Aso dats 02075 Termis of Use

2ogle. INEGI Terms of Use Map Data Terms of Use
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Research Grants

Kevin Hammonds — Thermophysical
properties of the ice-snow interface (AAA
grant 2014)

Katreen Wlkstrom -Jones — Effects of thermal
properties of snow entrainment in avalanche
run-out (AAA-Theo Meiners grant 2014)

/A AVATECH

Brint Markle — Validating the Avatech Snow Profiler e e e e
(AAA-Theo Meiners grant 2013)
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AAA Pro/Rec Project
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So You Want To Be An
Avalanche Forecaster?

from the couch to the snowpit; a look at the changing
world of U.S. avalanche education
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So How Did You Ge
Here?
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What Path Do | Take...?

e | want to work as an
avalanche

professional

* | want to just enjoy a
simple touring day

e | want to ski in more
remote areas

* | want to be a leader e

In My groups




Current Avalanche Education

 Avalanche
Awareness

e level 1
° | evel 2

e |evel 3

 National Avalanche
School

* AVPRO
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Pro/Rec Split

* Distinct Track
* Affordability

* Improvements
* Reciprocity
 Worker Safety

Squirrel Hill, AK
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Recreational Avalanche Professional Avalanche

Training . Training
: =
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Recreational Avalanche
Training
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One Oldish Learning

Opportunity...

 Avalanche

Awareness

* Creativity

g

e Need for Continuin

Education
e Access Avalanche

Center
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One Newish Learning
Opportunity...

* Level 1: Avalanche
Training
* Member of a group
e Simpler Terrain
* Supporting
Information

Windy Corner, AK
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Two New Learning
Opportunities...

e Level 2: Avalanche
Training
e Leader
e Challenging Terrain
e Lack of Information

The White Stallion, WA
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Two New Learning
Opportunities...

e Avalanche Rescue

* Single Day ‘

e Refresh Your Skills ‘3.

* Continuing
Education

Paradise Park, WA
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Recreational Avalanche
Training

* Formal Training

* Mentorship

 Avalanche Review
* Workshops

PARKING
ANY
TIME
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Professional Avalanche Training
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Pro Training Program




Professional Avalanche Training

e Standardization
e Evaluation
e CPD

e Level 1
e Avalanche Rescue
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Professional Avalanche Training

* Learn Skills
* Use Experience
* Gain Competency

* Develop as a
Professional




Two New Learning
Opportunities... PRO 1

* Member of an
Operation

e Skilled Observer
* Risk Management

* Small Team
Management

Mt Bona, AK
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Two New Learning
Opportunities... PRO 2

e Leader in and
Operation

* Develop Forecast

* Risk Management
Decisions

e Risk Treatment
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Professional Avalanche Training
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Snowbird, UT
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Professional Avalanche Training

* Mentorship
* In-house Training

* Work Experience

Development

Denali, AK
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“Grandfathering...”

* We’ve got you
taken care of

* Many places to
enter

Atlin Range,
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Should | Take a Course This

~ *YES!
= *@Get Started

AMERICAN
AVALANCHE
ASSOCIATION




Pro/Rec Split...

*2016/2017

* Clear Track

* New Courses

* Lots to Come...

West Buttress, Denali, AK
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