Road Weather
Information
System (RWIS) & 511
Improvements
for Highway Avalanche
Operations
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Goal

Improve safety for all highway users
by reducing the avalanche hazard while
concurrently minimizing avalanche related
traffic delays and road closures
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Small & relatively . i

Inexpensive improvements

A+

24 Hour Snowstake Camera Views ” k
« Camera Views of Avalanche Areas
« Additional Precipitation Instruments %%

- Additional Ridge Top Weather Stations
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> lways > RWIS >State Map >Area Map

Seward Highway @ Portage Glacier Road MP 78.9

Camera: Snow Stake VTN 11/06/2014 4:17 AM
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&PF > |lways > RWIS >State Map >Area Map

Seward Highway @ Turnagain Pass MP 69.9

Camera: Snowstake g 11/05/2014 7:11 PM
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&PF > lways > RWIS >State Map >Area Map

Seward Highway @ Summit Lake Lodge MP 45.8

Camera: Snow Stake g8 TH 11/06/2014 3:57 AM
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" A state of Alaska

myAlaska My Government Resident Business in Alaska Visiting Alaska State Employees

DOT&PF > lways > RWIS >State Map >Area Map (Logn]

Road W

» RWIS Home

» RWIS - Camera - TDP

Camern: Snow Stake NPT 11/06/2014 4:09 AM » myRWIS
4 Loop » About RWIS

v

Sterling Highway @ Tern Lake MP 37

» RWIS Website FACs A~
» Naska Weather Links

» Contact RWIS Manager

» RWIS Area Summary

» Camera Area Overview

» 611 - Traveler Information &

Site Map Accessibilty Title VI Nondiscrimination Terms of Use Copyright Info DOTAPF Employee Directory  Links for DOTAPF Staff Department of
L[]V e
& Public Facilities

PO Box 112500

3132 Channel Drive

Juneau, Alaska 99811-2500
Phone: 907-465-3900 || 907-586-8365 (FAX)

State of Alaska 2011
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DOT&PF > lways > RWIS >State Map >Area Map

Whittier Access Road @ Tunnel MP 6.5

Camera: Bear Valley Snow Stake Closeup It 11/06/2014 4:15 AM
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o ATE&T & 4:38 AM Q 38%E
r0ad Weather Information System

> lways > RWIS >State Map >Area Map

Camp Road @ Whittier Tunnel

Camera: Vehicle Lineup Pavement Closeup VT 11/06/2014 4:16 AM
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alll AT&T 3G 2:43 PM Q 13% E=p
> lways > RWIS >State Map >Area Map %E
Seward Highway @ Bird Point MP 96.3
Camera: Max's SW Face Time:
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RWIS Site Summary Road Weathel
Seward Highway @ Turnagain Pass MP 69.9 » RWIS Home

» RWIS - Camera - TDH

For definitions, click on the name field. » myRWIS
» About RWIS

» About TOP
11/07/2014 6:00 AM » RWIS Glossary
» Contact RWIS Manag
32°F
» Extremes Summal
Unknown » Atmospherics Sum
» Pavement Summal

» RWIS Site MetaData

» 511 - Traveler Informg
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of Maximum Speed
970.6 mb

Please note: You must hay

Precipitation Accumulation Data e o coen A

Date/Time Temperature i
('F) ' i
11/07/2014 6:00 AM

page. If you do not have Al
click to download the FREE]

0.04 in 0.11in 0.20 in
since since since
11/07/2014 5:00 11/07/2014 3:00 11/07/2014 12:00

AM AM 11/06/2014 6:00 PM|[11/06/2014 6:00 AM
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AVALANCHE (2’)

Information Center

ADVISORIES WEATHER CALENDAR RESOURCES ABOUT FRIENDS

Weather

Steﬂing Wye MP 37 - AIER T er Station

Click for Map and Panorami

OBSERVATIONS

% Stering Wye MP 37
Most Recent Hourly Data
Nav 7 2014, 07:00 am AKST
Air Temp 27.0F
L R 2%
Wind 6 Mph from 86°
: Max Gust 14 Mph

F-CNFAIC needs your
24 Hr Windrose = DONATIONS
TE e - ¥ you think & public svalanche

center i impartant then we wpe
you 10 become & member & donate.

Pick.
Click.
Give.

! 016 mph 16:25 mph
M 2538 mph W 38+ mph
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View Older Wx Data
Start: [ JEnd: ) Cewtowa)

0.034
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Sterling Wye MP 37
3700 ft (AKDOT)

Sterling Hwy DOT @ Tern Lake
686 ft (AKDOT)

00mN Nov7th7.00am 27.0 (]

12miSW  Nov7th6:20am 382 13

Tabular Data for Sterling Wye MP 37
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Weight Restrictions

Commercial drivers: visit MS/ICVE

web site for L.

atest Weight Restrictions

7:10 AM Q 58% M}

p
®/ Fort Richardson f
Map Legend
NS ANCHORAGE INTERNATIONAL AR
&P wexts
Driving Conditions
@ Hazadous
@ Very Oifficutt
@ oman
D) Far
@ Good
ﬁ_‘\ Mountain Pass
o n Weather Watches
O (@ Weather Cameras
&P Planned Events
() € Future Plarned Events
() & Message Boards

Travel Not Advised-
B
“ No Winter Maintenance

National Weather Service Stay connected

NWS provides up to date weather -, - 1 E able on the
information for the state of Alaska. * J f . D App Store
Depantsart of Transpertaton
A& Pubic Faclties

PO Bax 112500
3132 Crannal Drive
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Alaska 511 - Transportation & Public Facilities,...

511.alaska.gov/alaska> G

myAlaska My Government Resident Business in Alaska Visiting Alaska  State Employees
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- Alaska Department of Transportation & Public Facilities

ative male, age 60, brown hair, brown eves, 5
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Alaska Department of Transportation & Public Facilities

enior William Wesley, Alaska native male, age 6

Home > All Reports

Dalton Highw
Hazardous Driving Conditions
Milepost 355 to Milepost 414

Driving Conditions
Weather Watches

Weather Cameras
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Message Boards

Glenn Highway
Missing Person SILVER ALERT
Details call 511

Seward Highwa

Missing Person SILVER ALERT
Details call 511

t Expressway/Highw
No message is displayed

Seward Highway
Missing Person SILVER ALERT




all ATE&T 7 8:21 AM Q 64% E&p
Home > Seward Highway

Reports Show Detail

Seward to Sterling Highway
&N Driving Conditions

. Good

Railway Avenue to Sterling Highway

. Good

Sterling Highway to Milepost 45

@ Mountain Pass

Milepost 10 To Milepost 13
Mountain Pass

Milepost 28 To Milepost 30

Sterling Highway to Anchorage
&® Driving Conditions
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“As with much technology, there is a lot

of promise and hope that it will change %@
the way we do business. Ultimately we

are still using shovels, skis, explosives, N
and old military artillery to do the job in

much the same way as those before us
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ska Department of Transportation & Public Faci

Lo nae \Vialr NANCE

DOT&PF > Maintenance & Operations > Snow Avalanche Programs

Snow Avalanche Programs

» Avalanche Home

Reducing Avalanche Hazard Vist the siideshow gatleries, | | » PO Stdeshows

The goal of ADOT&PF Snow Avalanche Links are in side men.
Programs is to improve safety for highway users 5
by reducing the avalanche hazard in areas & /‘. »M
susceptible to snow avalanches while £ » Slonificant Avalanche

Occurrences

concurrently minimizing avalanche related traffic » 2014 Richardsan Highway

delays and road closures. | < | Sl M & O
Avalanches cannot be prevented in all avalanche Slla |3 | Statewice 120 Home
paths that affect the highway, but the encounter e ~dhd e

risk can be reduced. To help forecast avalanche == » Southeast Region
hazard and the necessity for temporary traffic delays for avalanche » Adopt-A-Highway Program
work, ADOT&PF regularly monitors weather, terrain, and snowpack » AK State Equipment Fleet
conditions. When conditions are appropriate, specially trained » Anilding infermaten
maintenance crews use military artillery and other methods to artificially

» Avalanches

> DOT&PF Equipment

» Vehicles in Avalanches
» Miscellanecus Photos

» Pavement Management
» Snow Avalanche Operations

trigger avalanches on the: Seward Highway, Richardson Highway and » Publc Senvice Announcements

Dalton Highway, as well as Thane Road in Juneau. Additionally, ) :L‘:ﬁ:’f’:ssu'_m —
ADOT&PF crews near Skagway have begun using an Avalauncher to Manual A 2vs)

reduce avalanche hazard. Related Links

- History of Avalanche Work on the Seward Highway - 302k8 » FrviAa
- History of Military Weapons for Avalanche Hazard Reduction 73 M8 * Sisemocs

Subcommitlee a
» FHWA Operations a

Some Common Factors that Increase » US.DOTa
Avalanche Hazard _

* Large quantities of new snow or rain
* Strong winds
= Rapid changes in temperatures

The potential for avalanches changes constantly,
sometimes in a matter of minutes. Not all
snowstorms create avalanches, nor are all sunny
days free of avalanche occurrences.

* During the winter, the vast majority of avalanches
occur during snow/rain storms and within 24
hours following a storm.

« In the spring time, a warm sunny afternoon day can be considered a
storm as much as heavy snowfall or heavy rain is in the winter.

Avoiding highway avalanche areas and/or postponing your travel during
the times described above will greatly reduce the probability of
encountering an avalanche or being delayed for avalanche work on
ADOT&PF highways.

< > =2 M @

http://www.dot.state.ak.us/stwdmno/avalanche.shtml
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